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Kuala Lumpur CPO responsible for police’s failure to prevent Low Yat riot

Gabungan Bertindak Malaysia (GBM) demands the Kuala Lumpur Chief Police
Officer (CPO) to explain the police failure in preventing the riot at Low Yat Plaza,
which is only 1.2 km or 7-minute drive away from the City Police headquarters.

This riot was preceded by theft and hooliganism in the same mall a day earlier. Police
failure in recognizing and swiftly acting on these signs and their lacklustre approach
is alarming, causing the disputes to rear the ugly head of racism.

That this happened in the holy month of Ramadan, is all the more regrettable.

GBM is also concerned at police failure in a number of rioting incidents in Penang,
Ipoh and Kuala Lumpur, where state government buildings and political party
premises were attacked over the past few years.

To date no one has been arrested or charged. This has given rise to the impression that
certain groups enjoy impunity for violence.

There should be zero level tolerance for violence and for this we look to our law
enforcers. If they cannot inspire confidence, who can?

GBM calls upon the Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Khalid bin Abu Bakar to
make public the Police’s standard operating procedures in dealing with riots and
public disorders.

GBM also calls on CPO Datuk Tajuddin Md DCP Isa to disclose to the public the
Police’s plan in dealing with the Low Yat Plaza riot, from 7pm when the rioting

crowd started to gather, to 12 midnight when the riot broke out.

In normal countries, these failures would result in the resignation of the chief police
officer to assume the responsibility.

GBM asks, who will take responsibility here?
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