2 the

dynamics
of rape

Introduction

This chapter sets out to present a broad picture of rape. Drawing on local and
foreign studies and stacistics, it secks to throw light on some of the key issues
relared to the subject, such as what is rape and why men rape.

The chapter is divided into four sections. The first section looks at three issues
- what is rape, the effects of rape and the incidence of rape. The second section
addresses myths and misconceptions regarding rape. The third section looks at
strategies for preventing rape and the fourth section provides data showing the
views about rape held by the service providers who were interviewed for this

project.

Section 1

‘What is Rape?

The definition of rape is not static. It changes from country to country, and
from culture to culture. Some countries recognise the concept of marital rape
(i.e. that forced sex within marriage constitutes rape) and legislate against it,
whilst others do not. Some countries, Malaysia among them, narrowly define
rape as the penile penctration of the vagina. Other countries have a broader
definition of rape which encompasses penile penetration of the anus and mouth
and the use of objects (e.g. a stick) to penetrate the vagina or anus.
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