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Need a hair cut or a new haio?

Support AWAM by purchasing the RM50 voucher ,redeemal
a hair makeover at L a 0 Mo
Pavilion.

With the cooperation of owner Alex Lim, AWAM will be]se
these vouchers, with all proceeds going to AWAM.

The RM50 is good for a hair cut, blow & wash which | a
promotional rate.

(normal price is RM68 at Mid Valley and RM88 at Pavilign). E DITO RI A

Please support AWAM by purchasing or helping us to sgll
vouchers (1000 vouchers!) Use them as gifts! A tax exefnpt  The newsletter team was incapacitated for some:

. . . _ " acitated for som
receipt will also be given to those who purchase a mMINIMU i Jnd exams. hence this very late issue.

vouchers. Thanks to young intern Ashley Koh who is awai

: P tertiary term to start, this issue managed to take
Period of promotlon. May 15 10 31 AUQUSt' help us get back to course, it is hoped that more
bers will come forward to be part of the team. P ¢
volunteer to come on board or be our roving rep orter!

Treasure (m{alk) Hunt The Spastics Chil dfge
Meanwhile the 2010 annual plan is in full swing, ¥

Selangor & Federal Territory

on bt tair gy X | theongoing Ber a n i sdies, wherd aasii ¢
which is celebrating their 5 anniversary, has invite - : :
{26 Sept 2010} NGOs to join their Fund -raising Walkathon on Space Is prowded_for the pu.b|IC to Commen_t anc
Log this date in your diary. Details will come {Oct 10, 2010} about current affairs, especially those that impin
later. Meanwhile, those who would like to spon- AWAM has agreed to participate in this event as another the rights of women. The orientationppara;elling
sor par[iCipating teams, provide interesting fund -raiser. We are committed to taklng 200 cards. an d f ac | I | t a t or s 6 t r a
gifts for the 6goody bagso, l end your selves 1In . . . .
preparatory work, etc. are all welcome! course on race & ethnic relations is being organ

Fundraising activities are also in full swing. Reac
about them inside. As always, the appeal for mc
and support is perennial.

So please come and lend us your hands.

We nave 10 keep w0

e eVI(
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STUDY TOUR

By Betty Yeoh

A group of six staff members from the Aminath Nishreen (Social Service Offjcer)
Department of Gender & Family Protegathimath Rizfa (Senior Counsellor)
tion Services, Ministry of Health & FanMohamed Agleem (Social Service Officer
ily, Maldives, was in Malaysia3No-
vember 2009, for a study tour organigzed
by AWAM. These were some of the key learnings
which the group shared at the end of the
The objectives of the visit were to learryisit:
about and observe the functions of vari-
ous organizations that are involved in q Importance of raising awareness of
work related to health, family and other the community at different levels.
social issues.
1 Effective and creative methods of rais-
Betty Yeoh took great pains to organjize ing awareness of the community.
a full programme which consisted of vis-

its to various women NGOs including, s How wo me n and c hi
LPPKN, WCC in Penang and Womeh of function.
Malacca Action Club. Sight seeing tqurs

in KL, Penang & Malacca were also inq How to organize programs for sharjing
the itinerary . knowledge and experience among |dif-
ferent age groups.
The participants were:
1T How the methodology of Quran Hadith
Ahmed Aslam (Social service Officer)  and law impact on social issues. How
Aishath Sama (Social Service Officer) NGOs can lobby government for law.
Aminath Saeed (Social Service Officger)
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The first time | took notice sefructure. Now, six months
the chasm created by a d
mal Sex Education was wWhets decided to step forward
Kerina Francis, the coord|n@th their plan of action.

tor of Sex Ed Committee |i .
AWAM laid out the statist|© P e_ op | e . h
of sexual activity in the | their rights, realize

younger generation today.they have ownership
Students are experimentif OVEr their sexuality a

with sex at a younger agg. Know that they are in
Girls are most likelygettinlc o nt r o | o)
boyfriends at the age of 1
playing around by 13 and
perimented by the age of

CTA™

I®We want peo

Worldwide, according to Udllzare of their sexuality right@nd the bodyrhe mo

CEF, youths are be-
coming sexually a/
tive before their
20 birthdays.
Teenage girls ac
count for 14% of
the estimated 20
million unsafe
abortions each
year resulting in
68,000 deaths.

This statistic, cou

learn about

laysian approach to

wards Saextaboo and
oOounment Proadea b |
Sex a mysterious enigmas
either draws one in, or made
others repulse the act vehe-j§
mently. Young people haye
limited or no access to edu

care. Therefore, decisiong
are often made in the dar
where healthy sexual pra
tices meet the presence
highly sexualized lifestyles

OHow di d
Sex?06 was t
asked in the meeting.

Committee of AWAM under ’
Violence Against Women BY FARLINA SAID
(VAW) in AW new

stown the line, the Committgemake Included in the

How did you

/cion, orgasm, relatio

wards sex and the h

\ rights, realize they h
i ownership over their
' sexuality and know t

they are in control of
't he ms el
fadded.
\e X pand
\Kerina said. The co

ing participants to

: ro the discussion.

and have the freedon to
future plans choices
over t heli
Kerina said.

ida odufe tF?at fo—k
cuses on Sex Educa
The objectives of the
odules, mentioned
e recent Sex Ed co
mittee meeting are t
inforn pRrecippes ef
their sexual and bodi
rights and to provide
formatian on spxgalit

ule introduces the di
sity of sexual identi
ties to create unde
standing and acce
tance of various lif
styles. Equality,
sexuality rights and
respect over the hu
man body are the
aims of this modul
and Myths about
abortion, contrace
tion, reproductive s
tem, sex, masturba

ships, STIs, HIV, me
struation being
ouncl eanéo
constructed for a mo
open discussion to-

man bodyo P e o p
have to know their

Vv e
o We
t h

pniitee is currently se

strengthen the group
Members who are in
ested should joinint
meetings to contribu

Ak

S

A R FOREVE
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Furthermoremy legal
rights as a commiaw
partner is equal to that of
a married woman, so the
incentives to get married

BY SUWISA

Ten years agggraup of
friends and | would often
poke fun at each other,
guesstimatingzhich one of

us would be the first to ge

married. Beinghe most
cynicabnd coleblooded of
them all, | nevevermade
it tothe top threelf any-
thing, they nominated me
likeliest to dia spinster.
Well, lifes certainly unpre
dictable becausss it turns
out(to my own astonish-
ment)l 6 v e thee c ¢
first certifiedwifey out of
that group this past Janug

Y ou s e e, I

make that title had we
notbeerrelocated to Mala
sia a year agMy partner
and | have betgether for
over ningears and lived tc
gether for seven. As a
commo#hawor often called
ode toaptetinadCanac
this was as good as being
married Acommo#aw
partnerships quite the nor
these dayVith a high di-

vorce rate, mgseople my
age are postponing mar-
riage.

ar enot qui t e
unless | absolutely want
to go through the bureau-
cratic hassles to ac-
knowledge my marital
status on paper.

| personally find it time
consuming and a waste of
energy.

Allinallld on 6t
that

the institution of mar-
riage is declining, | be-

To share the fact tha lieve that the people of

. . my generation are much
YOU ard a relation= I N ar:

ship with someoriee R L L
with them on top of tigkai has be-

. comeapersonal choice
and NOT be mariged that isfree from pressure,

almost like confessingsldileElilolsMre V1],
to a crime you never time. Yet somehow, | felt
. that this personal choice
committed! was taken away from me
in a very subtle manner
once our new life started
in Malaysia. Coming to
Malaysia as a single fe-
male in my early thir-
tids,lIeslvie nsSolt i cC
occasionsow my civil
status has drawn curios-
ity, especially amongst
N ehe Muslim locals, as
time went on,would
progressively become
questionable.
Often, | felt slightly dis-
criminated by being sin-
gle that felt safer to lie
about it and instead pro-
claimedhat | was mar-
ried. This feeling was es-
pecially felt during my re
entries into Malaysiao
justify their suspicions of

b e




WAVES Issue No 5, April 2010

what a single woman woultevitable Upuntil this past

so terrible on certain

possibly want to do here ith a n u a lbbegn,a singl@ v days that | felt like
Malaysia unless she was female travelling in and outsmashing ninead into a

somehow attached to a of Malaysia on a tourist
mand O v e ajbbs o vish.li askdd myself what
interviews and to many lowould be the most logical
cal s I dv e
whom | always felt a sense

of responsibility to obligpe Tocontinue leaving the

wall T h ey

of us and kept referring

s thiodkte do in wmy situation?as to other places every
c o
swelmur questions them-

ti me t hey

their culture and customscountry every 3 months andelves!So we ran into

re-entering on a social pasdghe trouble of finding out

Understandably, there is ngscame tedious and expesomething different at

recognitiof a _ siveThe only logical
defacto uniom Malaysia. option waw get hitched!
It s eems I

ri ed or

Y O U {hiv8laysidi nBebldd ® get

every placel o make
along story short, we

Y O YfQué vRant& totbdt&gEthelltfefable to get regis-

tered after 1 phone call

This is nab say that com- g thedependent pass and and 3 registrar offices

monl a ws

openly.To share the fact ( j
that you arm a relation-

dn ot r e al
the least of our con-

ship with someoriee with cernsOnce waccepted thei t s e | f
Cc O utiertant® the ppir wBhere -

them on top of that and NOTF
be marrieds

e a, w e
blycomprehend theom-
almost like confessing to lexity that lay before us!
crime you never commit- .

ted! In the beginning, whe garch, reading many
| toldpeoplda h a t I

with the same perdon
nine years without mar-
riage, iwould
occasionallgear small
gasps from their moutis.
can almost hear them tal
ing inside their heads,
themanalyzing my entire
relationship as the conve
sation went orMaybe the
guy doesnot i
enough? May Misgh
make a good wife? Lookin
cour s e, it eadd Eoth@
my paranoia but the truthi@dsqgaché onlythe people
the matter was that we \ye dealt with were

were both just lazy about competentFirst, there was

oreigners wis%lng to get
seemedo bequite straight-
forward. Naturally, we

Jeady before weenvalked
intothea e g i
di
Ip_upatiorl)f themind that

wa s t o w ade-k

ow) had done a lot of re-

ack, we could hav
ch melartd S

d o n O tor tRatfol hSppenye had to later! What havie
Just no one talks about itget marriedat the time, we learned about this proc-
i es=®?| came o tunder-h a t

standthat the procedure
t est

sai d
everything just to get rid

S

on your own wedding day,

y Oou coul
it done and over witk.

dnot

day that was supposed to

businessransaction
thatonce on paper,

wanted to make sure that weucanonlyhop&o reap
had all the right documentgtsrewards and bene-

fits.B y now,

st r arusas taewallfindg gaah e .
d n 0 what assiby log-other married in Malaysia
Ohusb

and it
O wmi foag & aldwyto

cgus {} %earlp( gr?ved to behat,the dynamiaf our
ukthinkingy o e s n rgl?.tionship has re-

r(n/agy!) Bogts oHIine aboutbe of joy, love and happi-
ness seemed more like a

w e

\

(O]

mained unchanged which

‘Pt\ope lly. after 9 years
together wittontinue
tokeep us strong and
steady.

the whole marriage proceghelanguage barrier and sec-

dure whicdemanded our gnqg, those people who
time and energy thoaith
of us coul

helpediuswereincredibly un-
d fhdrmedhemsbivaheh e r e d

to dealvith.Then came th@ gmmunication barrier was

10
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The shadow of yet another o

economic crisis, having
dawned upon the natior
spells difficult times
ahead for the rakyat
darkened by tightened
budgets and necessity
driven expenditure, rath
than luxurpased. But
what of expenditures in
support of NGO and for
charitable causes? Are
such indulgences
Onecessary
spect? Accordingly, it w

philanthropic giving may
will and did drop.

AWAM (ALl I \
tion Society) was one s
NGO to be pinched by 1
rakyat os toi
but rather than cutting

back on activities for waé

of sufficient funding, the

entrepreneurially raise
their own funds. Realizi
that their responsibility
and duty to society repr
sented virtues that simg
ought not be slackened
and/or compromised,
AWAM took advantage
the premier screening G
the hugely anticipated &
muchtalkedabout King ¢
Popds fi nal
oOThi s S |t

ANOo me n O s

f u

a S
S n S S

(1 §0)]

r i
Jack o

1, may).

In collaboration with TG\
Cinemas, AWAM reserv
2 cinema halls in the als

epremier KLCC shopping

complex to screen the p
mier on the night oft28
October 2009. Tickets
were sold (rather, given
a token of appreciation)
foi amMminimbm centribud

asf MYR 51 to the geners
inevitable to expect that

publicdneedless to say,

Yy, coupling the premier

of (the late) Michael

Jacksonos
A C -

X Tung

odei 60 Misch aeé
lcanise 6f AWAM speit o u
of a selbut event.

v Tickets, being limited, fur-
ether fuelled its demand and
owere swiftly grabbed. In
their enthusiasm and the
rgaursuit of good seats
(it was a freseating ar-
rangement) patrons and
asovie goers showed up at
the special AWAM
ohooth in TGV KLCC Cin-
le ma O s pr emi s
8pm, a good hour Profes-
sionally coordinated,
ahead of the screening.

-

THISISIT

IN CINEMA "

LC HAE |
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AWAM volunteers ensure
an orderly movement of t
large crowd while checkiy
tickets and giving out
goodie bags containing,
among others, AWAM ba
lets, brochures and even
AWAMshirt. Before long,
both halls were crammed
into and after a quick ap-
preciative speech to the &
dience for their presence
the show rolled to a
momentous start. The
screening proper of
OThi s I s It
and exclusive behithnek-
scene take on the produc
tion of

he at e Ki ng o
t ega w h o w a
then creative partner, the

ok-h o wod s pl ot

aglobe. Through the scree
, ing, fans of the King wit-

nessed (possibly, in awe
delight) at . The late Mich

orepptatian\as thie &idg oa
Pop with his high caliber
- showmanship that left his

Jackson truly lived up to hiss WA MO s

2dvhat would have been theaudience spellbound. C ur-

f tainB odgsad st abdout n a |

ngert. Directed by Kenny Orilpm signaling the end of

sthetsdreening and agcol 5
clusion of what should
have beem

nevent was a success at d
funds collected through
atids fundraiser would tru ly
agb a long way in financ g
vari o
ard serviees.
NAlex helped during the
fund-raiser.

KNOWYOURHISTORY

As AWAM embraced ethnicity and religion as one of its core areas, much work has tc
done so that we can study and share together. It is also hoped that a safe platform ar 1 sp
Is provided for people to discuss maturely and debate sensitively on these issues. A  1blic
course has been designed to enlighten participants about our racial/ ethnic history ar 1 hc
these have shaped post colonial times right up to the present.

This 9veek course begSUIN ANV gIRRCRL; 9 X10] 0 a

6 Jalan Utara, PJ

aMichae 1 e
avery initial stages of choosd a c k s on 6 s 1
ing a venue for the concerion stage to his untimely
to receiving applications fodemise mere days befc e
backup dancers around théhe concert proper. The

(next to Tun Hussein Eye Hospital; nearest Putra LRT station: Asia Jaya).

Fee: RM100.
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Aslan Scho

14-25 September 20009,

Chiang mal



