


©2008 Evershed Card Collection.  All rights reserved. 

 W AVES  85, Jalan 21/1 
46300 Petaling Jaya 
Tel: 03-78774221 
Fax: 03-78743312 
www.awam.org.my 

Women With the Wave  
Some of the women chose to chase the wave, 
Whilst others preferred to ride it.  
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members who have not been able to  

Please help us to help others 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
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CALLING  ALL  AWAMITES 

We would like to appeal especially to those  

participate actively in AWAMõs programmes  

to come & join us in these  

ad-hoc fund-raising activities 

Here are some of the activities in the pipe-
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Need a hair cut or a new hair-do? 

 
 

Support  AWAM  by  purchasing  the  RM50  voucher ,redeemable  for   

a  hair  makeover  at  LaõMode  Coiffure outlets  at  Mid  Valley  &   

Pavilion.   

 
With  the  cooperation  of  owner  Alex  Lim,  AWAM  will  be  selling  

these  vouchers,  with  all  proceeds  going  to  AWAM.   

 
The  RM50  is  good  for  a  hair  cut,  blow  &  wash  which  is at  a   

promotional  rate.   

(normal  price  is  RM68  at  Mid Valley  and  RM88  at Pavilion).   

 
Please  support AWAM  by  purchasing  or  helping  us  to  sell  these  

vouchers  (1000 vouchers!)  Use  them  as  gifts!  A  tax exempt   

receipt  will  also  be  given  to  those  who  purchase  a  minimum  of  4  

vouchers.  

Period  of  promotion:  May  15  to  31  August. 

Treasure (Walk) Hunt  
on  
{26 Sept 2010}  
Log this date in your diary. Details will come 
later. Meanwhile, those who would like to spon-
sor participating teams, provide interesting 
gifts for the ógoody bagsô, lend your selves in 
preparatory work, etc. are all welcome!  

The Spastics Childrenõs Association of  

Selangor & Federal Territory  
 

which is celebrating their 50 th anniversary, has invited 
NGOs to join their Fund -raising Walkathon on  
{Oct 10, 2010}  
AWAM has agreed to participate in this event as another 
fund -raiser. We are committed to taking 200 cards.  

CROWN FOR CHARITY 
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As you can see, we do need a lot of hands. No effort or amount is too small. We value every effort. 

Please call Bernie at the office if you wish to participate in any of the above. 
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 NEW STAFF     
  AWAM  has  a  new  Programme  Officer, Lau  Shu  Shi.  

A  graduate of  Universiti Sains  Malaysia,  Shu  Shi  

hails  from Miri,  Sarawak.   

A  student  activist  in her  university  days,  Shu  Shi  

comes with  two  yearõs  experience  with SUARAM  

Penang. 

  

Welcome  aboard  Shu  Shi! 
 

 EDITORIAL 
The newsletter team was incapacitated for some months 

as our young members gave priority to their uni assign-

ments and exams, hence this very late issue.  

Thanks to young intern Ashley Koh who is awaiting her  

tertiary term to start, this issue managed to take off. To 

help us get back to course, it is hoped that more mem-

bers will come forward to be part of the team. Please 

volunteer to come on board or be our roving reporter! 

 

Meanwhile the 2010 annual plan is in full swing, with 

the ongoing òBerani Bersuaraó series, where a safe 

space is provided for the public to comment and chat 

about current affairs, especially those that impinge on 

the rights of women. The orientation, para-counselling 

and facilitatorsõ training are in place while a public 

course on race & ethnic relations is being organized. 

Fund-raising activities are also in full swing. Read more 

about them inside. As always, the appeal for more hands 

and support is perennial.  

So please come and lend us your hands.  

We have to keep waving! 
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Baby Charlie at 5 hours - 'pumpkin' face according to mommy 

(pix credit godma Chris Chan)  

CONGRATULATIONS 

TO 

TZE YENG AND JULIAN 
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AWESOME JOB GUYS! 
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By Betty Yeoh 

A group of six staff members from the 

Department of Gender & Family Protec-

tion Services, Ministry of Health & Fam-

ily, Maldives, was in Malaysia 9 - 23 No-

vember 2009, for a study tour organized 

by AWAM.  

 

The objectives of the visit were to learn 

about and observe the functions of vari-

ous organizations that are involved in 

work related to health, family and other 

social issues.   

 

Betty Yeoh took great pains to organize 

a full programme which consisted of vis-

its to various women NGOs including, 

LPPKN, WCC in Penang and Women of 

Malacca Action Club. Sight seeing tours 

in KL, Penang & Malacca were also in 

the itinerary .  

 

The participants were: 

 

Ahmed Aslam (Social service Officer) 

Aishath Sama (Social Service Officer) 

Aminath Saeed (Social  Service Officer) 

MALDIVES   

STUDY TOUR 

Aminath Nishreen (Social Service Officer) 

Fathimath Rizfa  (Senior Counsellor) 

Mohamed Agleem (Social Service Officer) 

 

 

These were some of the key  learnings 

which the group shared at the end of the 

visit: 

  

¶ Importance of raising awareness of 

the community at different levels. 

 

¶ Effective and creative methods of rais-

ing awareness of the community.  

 

¶ How women and childrenõs shelters 

function.  

 

¶ How to organize programs for sharing 

knowledge and experience among dif-

ferent age groups. 

 

¶ How the methodology of Quran Hadith 

and law impact on social issues. How 

NGOs can lobby government for law. 
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structure. Now, six months 

down the line, the Committee 

has decided to step forward 

with their plan of action. 

òWe want people to be more 

aware of their sexuality  rights  

The first time I took notice of 

the chasm created by a dis-

mal Sex Education was when 

Kerina Francis, the coordina-

tor of Sex Ed Committee in 

AWAM laid out the statistics 

of sexual activity in the 

younger generation today. 

Students are experimenting 

with sex at a younger age. 

Girls are most likely getting 

boyfriends at the age of 11, 

playing around by 13 and ex-

perimented by the age of 16. 

Worldwide, according to UNI-

CEF, youths are be-

coming sexually ac-

tive before their 

20th birthdays. 

Teenage girls ac-

count for 14% of 

the estimated 20 

million unsafe 

abortions each 

year resulting in 

68,000 deaths. 

 

This statistic, cou-

pled with the Ma-

laysian approach to-

wards Sex ð taboo and 

òunmentionablesó ð made 

Sex a mysterious enigma that 

either draws one in, or made 

others repulse the act vehe-

mently. Young people have 

limited or no access to edu-

cation and information on 

reproductive health health-

care. Therefore, decisions 

are often made in the dark 

where healthy sexual prac-

tices meet the presence of 

highly sexualized lifestyles.  

 

òHow did you learn about 

Sex?ó was the key question 

asked in the meeting. 

That gave birth to the Sex Ed 

Committee of AWAM under 

Violence Against Women 

(VAW) in AWAMõs new  

and have the freedom to 

make Included in their 

future plans choices 

over their bodies,ó 

Kerina said.  

 is a module that fo-

cuses on Sex Education. 

The objectives of the 

modules, mentioned in 

the recent Sex Ed com-

mittee meeting are to 

inform participants of 

their sexual and bodily 

rights and to provide in-

formation on sexuality 

and the body.  The mod-

ule introduces the diver-

sity of sexual identi-

ties to create under-

standing and accep-

tance of various life-

styles. Equality,  

sexuality rights and 

respect over the hu-

man body are the 

aims of this module 

and Myths about 

abortion, contracep-

tion, reproductive sys-

tem, sex, masturba-

tion, orgasm, relation-

ships, STIs, HIV, men-

struation being 

òuncleanó will be de-

constructed for a more 

open discussion to-

wards sex and the hu-

man body.  òPeople 

have to know their 

rights, realize they have 

ownership over their 

sexuality and know that 

they are in control of 

themselves,ó Kerina 

added.òWe also plan to  

expand the group,ó 

Kerina said. The com-

mittee is currently seek-

ing participants to 

strengthen the group. 

Members who are inter-

ested should join in the 

meetings to contribute 

to the discussion. 

How did you 

learn about 

SEX? 
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BY FARLINA SAID 
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òPeople have to know 

their rights, realize 

they have ownership 

over their sexuality and 

know that they are in 

control of themselves,ó  

The Hassle of  

Getting Married 
See that smile?   
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ  
ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ DƻŘ Σ  
ƛǘΩǎ CLb![[¸ ƻǾŜǊΗέ 
 smile.  

Ten years ago, a group of  

friends and I would often  

poke fun at each other, 

guesstimating which one of 

us would be the first to get 

married.   Being the most 

cynical and cold-blooded of 

them all, I never even made 

it to the top three.   If any-

thing, they nominated me as 

likeliest to die a spinster. 

Well, life is certainly unpre-

dictable because as it turns 

out (to my own astonish-

ment), Iõve become the 

first certified wifey out of 

that group this past January. 

 

You see, I almost didnõt 

make that title had we 

not been relocated to Malay-

sia a year ago.  My partner 

and I have been together for 

over nine years and lived to-

gether for seven. As a  

common-law or often called 

òde factoó couple in Canada, 

this was as good as being 

married.  A common-law 

partnership is quite the norm 

these days. With a high di-

vorce rate, most people my 

age are postponing mar-

riage. 
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Furthermore, my legal 

rights as a common-law 

partner is equal to that of 

a married woman, so the 

incentives to get married 

arenõt quite as appealing 

unless I absolutely want 

to go through the bureau-

cratic hassles to ac-

knowledge my marital 

status on paper.  

I personally find it time 

consuming and a waste of 

energy. 

All in all, I donõt believe 

that  

the institution of mar-

riage is declining, I be-

lieve that the people of 

my generation are much 

more cautious about it 

than ever before.  Mar-

riage has be-

come a personal choice 

that is free from pressure, 

obligation, duty or 

time.  Yet somehow, I felt 

that this personal choice 

was taken away from me 

in a very subtle manner 

once our new life started 

in Malaysia. Coming to 

Malaysia as a single fe-

male in my early thir-

ties, Iõve noticed on many 

occasions how my civil 

status has drawn curios-

ity, especially amongst 

 the Muslim locals, as   

time went on, it would 

progressively become 

questionable. 

Often, I felt slightly dis-

criminated by being sin-

gle that I felt safer to lie 

about it and instead pro-

claimed that I was mar-

ried.  This feeling was es-

pecially felt during my re-

entries into Malaysia.  To 

justify their suspicions of  

BY  SUWISA 
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To share the fact that 

you are in a relation-

ship with someone, live 

with them on top of that 

and NOT be married is 

almost like confessing 

to a crime you never 

committed! 

òOften, I felt slightly 

discriminated by  

being single that I felt 

safer to lie about it and 

instead  

proclaimed that I was 

marriedó 



what a single woman would 

possibly want to do here in 

Malaysia unless she was 

somehow attached to a 

man? Iõve also lied in job 

interviews and to many lo-

cals Iõve spoken with to 

whom I always felt a sense 

of responsibility to oblige to 

their culture and customs.  

Understandably, there is no 

recognition of a 

defacto union in Malaysia.  

It seems youõre either mar-

ried or youõre single. 

This is not to say that com-

mon-laws donõt exist.  

Just no one talks about it 

openly.  To share the fact 

that you are in a relation-

ship with someone, live with 

them on top of that and NOT 

be married is  

almost like confessing to a 

crime you never commit-

ted!  In the beginning, when 

I told people that Iõve been 

with the same person for 

nine years without mar-

riage, I would 

occasionally hear small 

gasps from their mouths.  I 

can almost hear them talk-

ing inside their heads, 

them analyzing my entire  

relationship as the conver-

sation went on.  Maybe the 

guy doesnõt love her 

enough? Maybe she doesnõt 

make a good wife? Of 

course, it couldõve just been 

my paranoia but the truth of 

the matter was that we 

were both just lazy about 

the whole marriage proce-

dure which demanded our 

time and energy that both 

of us couldnõt be bothered 

to deal with. Then came the  

inevitable.  Up until this past 

January, Iõve been a single 

female travelling in and out 

of Malaysia on a tourist 

visa.  I asked myself what 

would be the most logical 

thing to do in my situation? 

 

 To continue leaving the 

country every 3 months and 

re-entering on a social pass 

 became tedious and expen-

sive. The only logical 

 option was to get hitched! 

 If we wanted to be together 

in Malaysia, I needed to get 

on the dependent pass and 

for that to happen, we had to 

get married. At the time, we 

didnõt realize that that was 

the least of our con-

cerns. Once we accepted the 

idea, we couldnõt possi-

bly comprehend the  com-

plexity that lay before us!  
Now, I had done a lot of re-

search, reading many 

(many!) posts online about 

foreigners wishing to get 

seemed to be quite straight-

forward. Naturally, we 

wanted to make sure that we 

had all the right documents 

ready before we even walked 

into the registrarõs office. We 

 didnõt realize what a silly oc-

cupation of the mind that 

was to walk in òreadyó  be-

cause it clearly proved to be  

wishful thinking. 

Looking back, we could have 

saved so much time and 

headache if only the people 

we dealt with were  

competent! First, there was 

the language barrier and sec-

ond, those people who 

helped us were incredibly un-

informed themselves! The 

communication barrier was  

 

so terrible on certain 

days that I felt like 

smashing my head into a 

wall!  They said ôyesõ to 

everything just to get rid 

of us and kept referring 

us to other places every 

time they couldnõt an-

swer our questions them-

selves!  So we ran into 

the trouble of finding out 

something different at 

every place.  To make 

a long story short, we 

were able to get regis-

tered after 1 phone call 

and 3 registrar offices 

later! What have I 

learned about this proc-

ess?  I came to under-

stand that the procedure 

itself tests oneõs pa-

tience to the point where 

on your own wedding day, 

you couldnõt wait to have 

it done and over with.  A 

day that was supposed to 

be of joy, love and happi-

ness seemed more like a 

business transaction 

that once on paper, 

you can only hope to reap 

its rewards and bene-

fits. By now, weõve gotten 

used to calling each 

other married in Malaysia 

and it òhusbandó and 

òwifeó but other than 

that, the dynamic of our 

relationship has re-

mained unchanged which 

hopefully, after 9 years 

together will continue 

to keep us strong and 

steady. 
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An AWAM 

Fundraiser 

 
The shadow of yet another 

economic crisis, having 

dawned upon the nation, 

spells difficult times 

ahead for the rakyat - 

darkened by tightened 

budgets and necessity-

driven expenditure, rather 

than luxury-based. But 

what of expenditures in 

support of NGO and for 

charitable causes? Are 

such indulgences 

ònecessary "in this re-

spect? Accordingly, it was 

inevitable to expect that 

philanthropic giving may, 

will and did drop. 

 

AWAM (All Womenõs Ac-

tion Society) was one such 

NGO to be pinched by the 

rakyatõs tightened budget 

but rather than cutting 

back on activities for want 

of sufficient funding, they 

entrepreneurially raise 

their own funds. Realizing 

that their responsibility 

and duty to society repre-

sented virtues that simply 

ought not be slackened 

and/or compromised, 

AWAM took advantage of 

the premier screening of 

the hugely anticipated and 

much-talked-about King of 

Popõs final appearance in 

òThis Is Itó 

 
to raise funds (òMichael 

Jacksonõs showó, if you 

may). 

 

In collaboration with TGV 

Cinemas, AWAM reserved 

2 cinema halls in the also-

premier KLCC shopping 

complex to screen the pre-

mier on the night of 28th 

October 2009. Tickets 

were sold (rather, given as 

a token of appreciation) 

for a minimum contribution 

of MYR 51 to the general 

public ð needless to say, 

coupling the premier  

of (the late) Michael 

 Jacksonõs  

 
òThis Is Itó and the noble 

cause of AWAM spelt  

of a sell-out event. 

 

 Tickets, being limited, fur-

ther fuelled its demand and 

were swiftly grabbed. In 

their enthusiasm and the 

pursuit of good seats  

(it was a free-seating ar-

rangement) patrons and 

movie goers showed up at 

the special AWAM  

booth in TGV KLCC Cin-

emaõs premise as early as 

8pm, a good hour Profes-

sionally coordinated,  

ahead of the screening.  

 

Written by Alex Tung 

 òTHIS IS ITó 
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AWAM volunteers ensured 

an orderly movement of the 

large crowd while checking 

tickets and   giving out 

goodie bags containing, 

among others, AWAM book-

lets, brochures and even an 

AWAM t-shirt. Before long, 

both halls were crammed 

into and after a quick ap-

preciative speech to the au-

dience for their presence, 

the show rolled to a  

momentous start. The 

screening proper of  

òThis Is Itó provided a rare 

and exclusive behind-the-

scene take on the produc-

tion of  
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what would have been the 

late King of Popõs final con-

cert. Directed by Kenny Or-

tega who was the Kingõs 

then creative partner, the 

showõs plot begun at the  

very initial stages of choos-

ing a venue for the concert 

to receiving applications for 

backup dancers around the 

globe. Through the screen-

ing, fans of the King wit-

nessed (possibly, in awe and 

delight) at . The late Michael 

Jackson truly lived up to his 

reputation as the King of 

Pop with his high caliber in  

showmanship that left his  

audience spellbound. Cur-

tains closed at about  

11pm signaling the end of 

the screening and a con-

clusion of what should 

have been         Michael 

Jacksonõs final testament 

on stage to his untimely 

demise mere days before 

the concert proper. The 

event was a success and 

funds collected through 

this fundraiser would truly 

go a long way in financing 

AWAMõs various activities 

and services. 

Alex helped during the 
fund-raiser. 

KNOW YOUR HISTORY 
                  
 

 
As AWAM embraced ethnicity and religion as one of its core areas, much work has to      be 

done so that we can study and share together. It is also hoped that a safe platform and space 

is provided for people to discuss maturely and debate sensitively on these issues. A public 

course has been designed to enlighten participants about our racial/  ethnic history and how 

these have shaped post colonial times right up to the present.  

This 9-week course begins Sat 12 June, 3.00-5.30pm at the Awam Centre, 

  

6 Jalan Utara, PJ  

(next to Tun Hussein Eye Hospital; nearest Putra LRT station: Asia Jaya).  

 

Fee: RM100. 
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Asian School  

Of 

Ecumenical  
Formation  

for  
Gender Justice (ASEF-GJ),  

 
14-25 September 2009,  

 

Chiang mai 

 
By Betty Yeoh  

WAVES Issue  No 5 ,  Apr i l  2010  12


