
                                         http://www.sun2surf.com/article.cfm?id=14569

1 of 2 1/8/2008 1:44 PM

Home About Us Contact Us E-mail Alerts Published by the group of companies

WEB EDITION
50th Merdeka 
Stories

Local News

International 
News

Stock Prices

U!

Columnists

SunPix

Property Plus

Media & 
Marketing

Neighbourhood 
Fun with theSun

Newsmakers 
2005

Dialogue on 
education

theSun Tsunami 
Emergency 
Supplies Fund

SPEAK UP!
At the Dewan 
Rakyat

theSun Says

Letters

EXTRA!
Cover Stories

Conversations

Comment & 
Analysis

Features

CLASSIFIEDS
Search

Post Classifieds

MyClassifieds

How To

FAQ

TIME OUT
Movies

Music

Tech Today

Travel

Motoring

LIFESTYLE
Shopping

Beauty

Books

Parenting

Teens

Health

Money

People

Websites

 Tue, 08 Jan 2008 

 WEB EDITION :: Columnists

Reversing our Earth debt
Ng Tze Yeng

Oh, poor us. What do we do when have no more landfills? Do we build an incinerator? 
Filthy leachate into the rivers! Helter skelter we run! Quick! Prosecute someone! Wait, 
let's start charging for the rubbish we throw away! That'll get everyone to recycle! Yay! 
Although it is good that we are finally being serious about recycling, I think we've 
missed an important point; it's not just about waste management, but also resource 
management. And in the end, re-looking at our definition of "progress". 

As humans gain control over the environment, our "progress" has become linked to 
how much we can produce and how long we stay alive. Technological advances have 
catapulted us into a production and population explosion. With more mouths to feed, 
we have to produce more, which means using more resources. We also have to deal 
with the residue of these resources a.k.a. waste, by using, guess what? 

Even more resources! Parallel to this: controlling the means of production and 
consumption has became a symbol of who we are in society and where we are placed 
in the pecking order. Those who have more control over production and consumption 
are slated at the top. Another surefire yardstick is how much resources you consume: 
bottled water from France; caviar (fish eggs lah!) from Russia; and of course, 
imported cars. 

Every day, we are bombarded with reasons to consume: a lizard on the kitchen 
cabinet calls for a new furniture set; the celebration of womanhood is about a piece of 
plastic money - and even if you abstain, dear hubby will reward you with that necklace 
you have been eyeing - bought, of course, with his credit card! We consumed, and 
threw away 7.3 million tonnes of garbage in 2005. Yet we bemoan the constant 
pressure on the Earth's resources that is precipitating environmental disasters. So 
what's the solution? Overthrow the entire system? Close our doors to trade? Throw 
our hands up and leave it to the next generation? Maybe before all that happens, we 
might want to stop to think and do something about our ecological debt. 

Ecological debt is a measurement of how much resources a population needs to 
produce what it consumes and to treat the residues of consumption. We run into 
ecological debt when our lifestyle pushes the ecosystem beyond its ability to renew 
itself. 

So what happens if Malaysia runs into ecological debt? We become dependent on 
other nations for our consumption. 

National pride aside, we run a bigger risk of consuming more than the Earth's ability to 
renew itself. The New Economics Foundation and the Open University warn that if all 
the countries in the world had the same annual global consumption as the UK's, it 
would take 3.1 Earths to meet one year's demand. The UK has, as a developed 
nation, as of April 16, consumed all of its resources and run into ecological debt. 
Damn scary "achievement" for development, huh? 

When we reflect a little more about the big red numbers we are chalking up - we 
might want to start thinking and doing a few things: 

Do I really need to consume this? If I do, what alternatives allow me to use fewer 
resources? 
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What say U?
SMS theSun

Can I re-use this t-shirt, plastic bag, piece of string, cloth, box, paper, rubber band, 
butter container, sambal belacan jar? 

If I walk to the night market for our weekly supplies instead of driving to the 
hypermarket, what resources will I not consume in the short and long run? 

Can I question why in a sunny country like ours, solar power is not developed and 
promoted? Electricity and petrol price hikes then would be a non-issue. 

Maybe I can take it further, to do my bit to rejuvenate the ecosystem? (hint: planting 
edible greens and composting) Also, maybe it's time I learn a few lessons on 
ecological balance from my indigenous brothers and sisters who have long been 
ridiculed, ostracised and annihilated for not embracing "progress" as we have. After 
all, they managed, for 40,000 years, to cultivate a relationship with Earth that did not 
involve continuous over-exploitation and extraction of the Earth's resources. Ng Tze 
Yeng is a feminist activist who finds composting very fascinating. Now, where did all 
the tea bags, vegetable and fruit bits go? Comments: feedback@thesundaily.com
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